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SYNOPSIS FOR LESSON II

Synopsis of Carmen

Act 1

Around 1820, in Seville, Spain, an alluring and provocative gypsy, Carmen, is one of the women 
who work at a factory. As men and women mill about in a square near the factory, she dances the 
Habanera and fascinates everyone there. Although Don José, a soldier of the guard, isn’t interested 
in her, Carmen throws a flower to him after her dance and leaves.

The women of the town who have witnessed this, return to the factory and cause a quarrel. When 
the disturbance brings the guards, they blame Carmen and she is arrested. In her cell, Carmen se-
duces the guard, Don José, and runs away with him. Don José’s fiancée, Micaela, visits from home 
and implores him to come home with her.

Act 2

A month later, Don José, who was imprisoned for letting Carmen slip away, has just been released. 
He goes to meet her at a tavern. With a flower in his hand, he tells her his feelings. Carmen convinc-
es José not to report for roll call, but to stay with her instead. Don José is worried but gives in to the 
woman he loves and stays with her.

INTERMISSION

Act 3

Don José regrets his decision to follow Carmen as he finds out that Carmen is already in love with 
another man, Escamillo, the bullfighter. Escamillo struts and shows off in his bullfighting attire and 
catches the eye of every woman in town. 

Don José’s fiancée, Micaela, visits him. She informs him that, back at home, his mother is seriously 
ill. Don José decides to go home.

The following month, at the square, in front of the bullfight arena, Escamillo, Carmen’s new love 
interest, is welcomed by the townspeople. While he is in the arena, Don José reappears to find 
Carmen in the square. Filled with jealousy, he demands that she leave with him. She refuses, which 
leads us to the dramatic finale of the story.

Adapted from: http://www.geocities.jp/wakaru_opera/englishcarmen.html

http://www.geocities.jp/wakaru_opera/englishcarmen.html
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GROUP A WORK FOR LESSON IV

Group A

Many choreographers and dance companies have created their own versions of Carmen. Watch 
snippets of the video clips below, and feel free to revisit sections of Ballet Hispanico’s CARMEN.ma-
quia for comparison. You may also choose to select a scene, like the Habanera, and view it in both 
productions.

The Cullberg Ballet’s Carmen, choreography by Mats Ek
Excerpts:

Part 1 (8:21): http://youtu.be/_IoU4_fDLnM
Part 2 (10:30): http://youtu.be/Q800XvZNe5g

The Washington Ballet’s Carmen
Excerpt:

(2:48): http://youtu.be/bLv1ZVq0zVc
Note: these sets are also Picasso-inspired

1943 Movie, Carmen Jones (with Dorothy Dandridge and Harry Belafonte)
Movie Trailer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBlWEB9BVGE

Questions for Group A to consider:

• What is similar about the portrayal of Carmen and the other characters in these productions?

• What is similar or different about the movements they use to tell the story?

• What is similar or different about the portrayal of the different characters? Of their relationships?

http://youtu.be/_IoU4_fDLnM
http://youtu.be/Q800XvZNe5g
http://youtu.be/bLv1ZVq0zVc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBlWEB9BVGE


BALLET HISPANICO
LIFELONG LEARNERS

2015 © Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Inc. Developed by Lincoln Center Education, LincolnCenterEducation.org

GROUP B WORK FOR LESSON IV

Group B

Mission

Ballet Hispanico explores, preserves and celebrates Latino cultures through dance. The mission 
unfolds in the work of the professional Company, the School of Dance and the Education and Out-
reach programs. Together, these divisions celebrate the dynamic aesthetics of the Hispanic diaspo-
ra, building new avenues of cultural dialogue and sharing the joy of dance with all communities.

History

Ballet Hispanico was founded on the idea that young Latino people in New York needed “a voice” 
and “something to do.” The time was the 1970s and the place was New York’s urban inner city. 
With the Civil Rights Movement underway, race, culture, identity and neighborhood economics were 
key factors in propelling marginalized ethnic groups to the forefront of claiming their history, place 
and voice in the United States. New York City was the backdrop for this young dance company 
whose founder, through her teaching of dance, provided an artistic safe haven, home and oppor-
tunity for many young Latino dancers for whom opportunity in dance would not have been made 
available. The legacy of access, excellence and Latino culture persists today; foundational values 
of Ballet Hispanico: access to dance education for all who want it, a platform for Latino voices in 
dance and authentic dance training which builds self- esteem and opens doors to opportunity. Ballet 
Hispanico is a point of great pride and orgullo as the organization brings to audiences a fusion of 
past and present Latino expression and is a catalyst for a cultural dialogue.

Ballet Hispanico timeline:
http://www.ballethispanico.org/images/about/history

Ask participants to work in pairs or groups of three to identify one moment in the timeline that 
somehow relates to either Club Havana or CARMEN.maquia. They will discuss the significance of 
that moment and how it relates to the work they viewed. 

Afterwards, Group A participants will create a “human timeline,” standing in chronological order 
based on the moments they selected. They will share with the larger group the moments they se-
lected and why.

Interview with Eduardo Vilaro from Walter Rutledge’s Walter’s World at the Apollo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjs1VfzV5Dg&feature=youtu.be

Questions for Group B to consider:

• Now that you have more information about Ballet Hispanico, what connections can you make 
between the dances we saw and the company’s history?

• What connections can you make between the dances we saw and the company’s mission?

http://www.ballethispanico.org/images/about/history
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjs1VfzV5Dg&feature=youtu.be 

